P epheasieEar

Jrouper in the Wéstern Atlantic:
i /s to 8 feet (~2.5 m) and
Yo ghs up to 990 Ibs (450 kg).

- ';l-i vesat least 37 years perhaps to over 50 yrs.

2 ' Broad distribution through West Africa,

Western Atlantic from Florida to Brazil,
the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexnco

and Eastern Paaﬁc.
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HABITAT
lmmature Goliath Grouper prefer
to live in red mangrove areas and
brackish estuaries while larger mature
fish choose to inhabit deeper nffshnre
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d female Goliath Sroupé¥reach matunty 2t Sbout
ears ind 45" tutal length (110-115 cm) in
sfemales take about 6 to 7 years, or a total

le th .nf about 50” (120-135 cm), to reach maturity.
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S " FE EDING
““Goliath Grouper are solitary ambush 'E,
* predators whose food items inciude:
lobster, finfish such as catfsh and mi!let,
crabs even stlngrays ana turtles. Aside
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_ | J L |  lines, and spears. Loss of cﬂtlcii
'CONSERVATION STATUS \Y, A AR mangrove nursery habitat

rld Conservation Union lists the ! i i due to development
Goliath ‘Grouper as globally critically P> A (s is further affecting
endangered with the threat of extinction. PSS Lt RN G A \ | the survival of
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%  Thiss ecies is listed as endangered in g MU SOOIy RN S & Qohath Grouper
-ﬂlgUS Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. — o ; Y i populations.
A fishing moratorium exists for Goliath . T RO AN
Grouper along most of Brazil’s coast.
Their status in other countries is unknown
but reports from fishermen indicate that

populations have declined.
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